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The Outlook of International Timber Trade
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Abstract; The paper discussed the international timber trade flow patterns and trends with the
growing concern about environmental conservation, and suggested that in response to the economic
globalization and China’s entry into the WTO, the Chinese wood industry should follow the sustain-
able development principal, better understand the forest, improve the management of operations,
recycle more and pollute less, make better use of the forest resources so as to enhance its interna-
tional competitiveness to supply customers better products and services at lower cost.
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Tab.1 Comparative data on population, forest area and trade in wood products in 2000, by region"'
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/10%hm? / / / /% /hm?  / / ( 100)
59780 38690 1447 1523 30 0.6 2424 26
30700 4710 464 302 162 26 1.5 151 98 65
5820 1790 658 678 —20 32 0.3 113 116 103
2910 8910 53 13 40 41 3.1 18 4 25
14470 1940 75 321 — 246 20 0.1 5 22 428
20730 5200 109 109 0 21 0.3 5 5 100
7670 6500 25 29 —4 22 0.9 3 4 116
5110 9640 63 71 —8 47 1.9 12 14 113
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